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Preached:  November 23, 2008 at St. Mark’s, Citrus Heights, CA

1 Corinthians 15:20-28
The King’s Mission is Almost Complete.
1. He will soon raise the dead.
2. He will hand over the kingdom to the Father.
3. And all opposition to God will end.


Of all the things that Jesus accomplished—“crucified, died and was buried . . . rose from the dead, ascended into heaven”—there is only one thing that is left for Him to accomplish:  “He will come to judge the living and the dead.” The whole year long we Christians meditate on this rescue operation that Jesus undertook to rescue us from the awful human condition. We meditate on how Jesus was conceived as a human being, how He was born, how He grew and became a great preacher and teacher, how He suffered and died for our sins, how He rose from the dead and ascended into heaven. But now, in these last Sundays of the church year, we meditate on that last event that we are still waiting for. These last couple of Sundays we have been looking at how Jesus is going to return to earth and raise all people from the dead, how He will separate the believers from the unbelievers and send the unbelievers to hell, while the believers He will bring to His home, that perfect heaven. And now on this final Sunday of the church year, the Scriptures focus us on the King Himself in the final moment of His mission. With everything in God’s rescue plan now accomplished, what will His role be, now that the mission is complete?

It’s an interesting picture that 1 Corinthians sets before us of Jesus in the time before the end. V. 25 says, “He must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.” That’s what He’s doing right now. He’s sitting on His throne, ruling, sending out commands to every corner of the universe telling every force of nature what it is to do. But He is a king who faces opposition. Although He has won the victory, has won the right to sit on the throne—the kingdom is His—there are still dominions, authorities and powers that continue to fight Him. 

“Until He has put all His enemies under His feet.” That’s a phrase that makes us think about the King’s mission. From the very beginning of the Bible when human beings disobeyed God in the Garden, that has been the mission that was laid out for the King. The mission involved His feet. “He will crush the serpent’s head,” God had said. And indeed when the King came, He did just that. When He died on the cross, He said, “It is finished.” In a sense the mission was accomplished already then. The devil was defeated. His head was crushed. He could no longer say, “God send the rest of these sinners to hell with me.” He had no power left. But like a wounded beast still writhing in agony, the serpent continues to be extremely dangerous to anyone in his path. With the death blow inflicted on his head, Satan continues to flail around, trying to snuff out the life of anyone in his path. That’s why Christ is ruling on the throne. He’s watching out, seeing to it that no one is brought down with the great dragon. 

You know what it’s like when an animal is mortally wounded. It reacts violently until every ounce of its energy has been used up. It reminds me of when we used to butcher chickens on the farm. When you chopped their heads off, they would flap around wildly spraying blood on everything they touched. So we live in these dangerous days after the dragon has been beheaded. His tail continues to swipe at us. His feet, if we get in his way, can crush us. We are in constant danger of Him landing us. But no need for fear! The King reigns. The King is the one who came out of the battle alive. He has all His senses about Him. He came out of the battle with His powers intact. He’s in control. He commands an entire army of angels that are minute by minute watching over us and able to deflect every swipe that the wounded beast may take at us. 

“He must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.” Who are these other enemies? 1 Corinthians mentions only one:  “The last enemy to be destroyed is death.” That enemy too is mortally wounded. Jesus disempowered death when He entered into it and came out of it, alive again. 1 Corinthians calls Jesus’ resurrection the “firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.” He came out of the grave, and it is a harbinger that one day soon He will bring everyone else out of the grave. On that day He will take the beast and throw Him along with every force that follows him into the fiery lake of burning sulfur, as the book of Revelation calls it, from which he will never emerge. Never again will he cause you or me or anyone else any problems. 

And then will begin the greatest decommissioning ceremony that the universe has ever seen. The King, whose mission is now complete, will “hand over the kingdom to God the Father.” God entrusted the kingdom to His Son for a while. It was in the Son’s hands as long as His mission lasted, as long as it took Him to live the perfect life among sinners, as long as it took Him to make the perfect sacrifice for the sins of the world, as long as it took Him to crush the serpents head, to conquer death and not only to mortally wound these enemies, but to incapacitate them, to put them in a place where they could no longer do damage to God’s people. And when this precious day becomes a reality, oh what a blessing that will be! 

“Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power.” When all the powers of evil have been rendered powerless, Jesus will hand back to His Father the kingdom. It was the Father who commissioned Him to undertake this special mission, and when it is accomplished, the Son will hand it back to the Father and say, “Here Father. Mission completed!”

“When he has done this, (look closely with me at the last verse) then the Son himself will be made subject to him who put everything under him, so that God may be all in all.” I don’t think there is a more mysterious, more intriguing comment in the whole Bible. What does it mean that, when the Son has accomplished His mission, He will be made subject to the one who put everything under Him? It’s clearly saying that the Son will be made subject to the Father. But haven’t we all learned in our Christian instruction that the three persons of the Triune God are all equal. Why would one, the Son, be made subject to God? When He was sent out on the mission, the Son was obviously given special responsibilities and duties that really belong to all three persons of the Triune God. And when His unique task is completed, He will turn back to the Father and the Holy Spirit and join them in a harmonious setting that God and His surroundings enjoyed from eternity. He will go back to a time when there will be peace, a peace that is no longer disturbed by any force that opposes Him. Those who disturbed the spiritual realm—Satan and his demons—will be gone, banished to a place where they cannot affect God’s faithful. Those who disturbed the earthly realm with sin and who refused God’s work of saving them from their sin will be banished to the same place, a place where they can no longer affect God or God’s angels or God’s people. And then comes the most intriguing and hard to understand part of this Word of God:  “so that God may be all in all.” 

God’s will and His thinking will saturate everything. There will not be one force or one impulse that will go against Him. There won’t be one idea that it might be nice to risk the dangerous and see if it might be fun to cross the God-set line. Everything will be unity and harmony and peace. This is the day that we look forward to with eager anticipation. Nothing will stand in opposition to God—not even our own impulses or foolish striving to find fulfillment elsewhere. That is what we long for. That is what we strive for. That is what our goal is. 

In the meantime, in these last evil days that we live in, we can rest assured that we are safe. The dragon and his forces cannot harm us, because the Son reigns. “For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet.” Though His enemies still oppose Him, He is the one who reigns. So no matter what danger faces you—whether it is loss of job, loss of friends, though it be loss of your home, loss of all your savings, though it be loss of your health and the prospect of death in the near future—no matter what it is, your King is in control. He reigns. And His mission is almost complete. Victory is already ours, and freedom from all opposition is just around the corner. When Christ is your King, you can always face life with confidence. As we embark on a new church year, as we this week begin the holiday season, may you live confident that all is well with your soul and that it will only get better, because the mission is almost complete.  Amen. 
